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might choose to form. The day that I met this woman was
an accursed day for me.
It was towards the end of September that I made her
acquaintance, and on that day the period of my physical
and moral death set in. If the perpendicular line of ascent
equals the line of descent, as mine must do to-day, the first
day of November 1/97, I can count on about four years
more of life which will pass rapidly, according to the axiom,
'Motus in fine velocior?
Miss Charpillon, who was notorious all over London, and
who I believe to be still living, was one of those beauties in
whom it is impossible to find the slightest physical defect.
Her hair, of a lovely light chestnut colour, was surprisingly
long and thick; her blue eyes languished and sparkled alter-
nately. She was tall and slim, with a dazzlingly white skin;
her bosom was small but perfectly formed; her white dim-
pled hands were rather longer than ordinary; her feet were
tiny, and her walk graceful. Her gentle face bore an ex-
pression of candour and openness, and bespoke the most
exquisite delicacy of feeling. In this respect, alas! nature was
pleased to lie.
I left Malingan's house, not as an eager sensualist who
has just made the acquaintance of a rare beauty and rejoices
at the thought that she will one day assuredly be his, but as
one absolutely overcome and stupefied! The image of my
dear Pauline could not withstand 'the impression Miss Char-
pillon, whom I despised, had made on me. I tried to per-
suade myself that disillusionment would soon set in. CI shall
cease to find her marvellous/ I thought, 'as soon as I have
gained her, and that will not be long!5 I could not suppose
her difficult of conquest. She had invited herself to dinner
with me. I knew she had been the mistress of Morosini, and
as he was neither young nor handsome, she must have
yielded to him from cupidity. Without flattering myself
that I should make her love me, I was determined not to
spare gold, if gold could win her.
When Pembroke learned who were to be his fellow-